
Page 600 TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE § 631 

Sec. 

(l) Sustainability pilot program. 

657. Oversight of regulatory enforcement. 

(a) Definitions. 

(b) SBA Enforcement Ombudsman. 

(c) Regional Small Business Regulatory 

Fairness Boards. 

(d) Powers of Boards. 

657a. HUBZone program. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Eligible contracts. 

(c) Enforcement; penalties. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations. 

657b. Veterans programs. 

(a) Office of Veterans Business Develop-

ment. 

(b) Associate Administrator for Veterans 

Business Development. 

657c. National Veterans Business Development 

Corporation. 

(a) Establishment. 

(b) Purposes of the Corporation. 

(c) Board of Directors. 

(d) Corporate powers. 

(e) Corporate funds. 

(f) Network of information and assist-

ance centers. 

(g) Annual report. 

(h) Assumption of duties of advisory 

committee. 

(i) Use of mails. 

(j) Professional Certification Advisory 

Board. 

(k) Authorization of appropriations. 

657d. Federal and State Technology Partnership 

Program. 

(a) Definitions. 

(b) Establishment of Program. 

(c) Grants and cooperative agreements. 

(d) Cooperation and coordination. 

(e) Administrative requirements. 

(f) Reports. 

(g) Reviews by Inspector General. 

(h) Program levels. 

(i) Termination. 

657e. Mentoring Networks. 

(a) Findings. 

(b) Authorization for Mentoring Net-

works. 

(c) Criteria for Mentoring Networks. 

(d) Mentoring database. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 662, 687 of this 

title; title 7 section 2000; title 10 section 2855; title 16 

sections 472a, 535a, 539d; title 19 sections 2345, 2346; title 

25 section 450j; title 38 section 3742; title 42 sections 

7661f, 9607; title 49 sections 13709, 40110; title 50 App. sec-

tion 2017l. 

§ 631. Declaration of policy 

(a) Aid, counsel, assistance, etc., to small busi-
ness concerns 

The essence of the American economic system 
of private enterprise is free competition. Only 
through full and free competition can free mar-
kets, free entry into business, and opportunities 
for the expression and growth of personal initia-
tive and individual judgment be assured. The 
preservation and expansion of such competition 
is basic not only to the economic well-being but 
to the security of this Nation. Such security and 
well-being cannot be realized unless the actual 
and potential capacity of small business is en-
couraged and developed. It is the declared policy 
of the Congress that the Government should aid, 
counsel, assist, and protect, insofar as is pos-

sible, the interests of small-business concerns in 
order to preserve free competitive enterprise, to 
insure that a fair proportion of the total pur-
chases and contracts or subcontracts for prop-
erty and services for the Government (including 
but not limited to contracts or subcontracts for 
maintenance, repair, and construction) be 
placed with small-business enterprises, to insure 
that a fair proportion of the total sales of Gov-
ernment property be made to such enterprises, 
and to maintain and strengthen the overall 
economy of the Nation. 

(b) Assistance to compete in international mar-
kets 

(1) It is the declared policy of the Congress 
that the Federal Government, through the 
Small Business Administration, acting in co-
operation with the Department of Commerce 
and other relevant State and Federal agencies, 
should aid and assist small businesses, as de-
fined under this chapter, to increase their abil-
ity to compete in international markets by— 

(A) enhancing their ability to export; 
(B) facilitating technology transfers; 
(C) enhancing their ability to compete effec-

tively and efficiently against imports; 
(D) increasing the access of small businesses 

to long-term capital for the purchase of new 
plant and equipment used in the production of 
goods and services involved in international 
trade; 

(E) disseminating information concerning 
State, Federal, and private programs and ini-
tiatives to enhance the ability of small busi-
nesses to compete in international markets; 
and 

(F) ensuring that the interests of small busi-
nesses are adequately represented in bilateral 
and multilateral trade negotiations. 

(2) The Congress recognizes that the Depart-
ment of Commerce is the principal Federal 
agency for trade development and export pro-
motion and that the Department of Commerce 
and the Small Business Administration work to-
gether to advance joint interests. It is the pur-
pose of this chapter to enhance, not alter, their 
respective roles. 

(c) Aid for agriculturally related industries; fi-
nancial assistance 

It is the declared policy of the Congress that 
the Government, through the Small Business 
Administration, should aid and assist small 
business concerns which are engaged in the pro-
duction of food and fiber, ranching, and raising 
of livestock, aquaculture, and all other farming 
and agricultural related industries; and the fi-
nancial assistance programs authorized by this 
chapter are also to be used to assist such con-
cerns. 

(d) Use of assistance programs to establish, pre-
serve, and strengthen small business con-
cerns 

(1) The assistance programs authorized by sec-
tions 636(i) and 636(j) of this title are to be uti-
lized to assist in the establishment, preserva-
tion, and strengthening of small business con-
cerns and improve the managerial skills em-
ployed in such enterprises, with special atten-
tion to small business concerns (1) located in 
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